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repelled the enemy while waiting for the relief force
they felt sure would be despatched from Anual
Anual, or as the Riffis call it the mountain of the
Bairan, was garrisoned by no less than 5,000 men, but
the defences were so badly sited that in places the Riffis
could come right up to the wire entanglements without
being under fire    Several  attempts  were  made  to
relieve Igernben, but they were all repulsed with loss,
and the garrison had finally to be withdrawn, a hazard-
ous enterprise in which many of them met their death
On the first news of the engagement General Sylvestre,
whose personal courage has never been in question,
hurried to Anual   But he arrived too late    The vic-
torious Riffis surrounded the encampment, and after a
period of indecision, which is not surprising when one
considers the terrible alternatives facing the garrison,
evacuation was decided on.   Only the officers were in-
formed that a retirement was to take place, but even
so it would appear that the very moment the with-
drawal commenced panic spread among the men   The
Riffis attacked in force;  General Sylvestre and his staff
died fighting;   many Spaniards were killed, and the
broken remnant under General Navarro struggled to
Monte Arrmt near Melilla, which they reached in a
state of complete exhaustion    Both Moors and Span-
iards reacted immediately   Every warrior in the Riff
joined Abd-el-Krim's victorious Beni Uriaghel tribes-
men and they swept forward, capturing post after post,
for the Spaniards were so demoralized that except at
the posts of Sidi Driss and Afrau, where the garrisons
were finally evacuated by the navy, no resistance was
offered    For a time Nador, Zeluan, and Monte Arruit
held out, and since these places are only a few miles
from Melilla it seems incredible that no effort could be